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MARCH 2018 
 
Item 8: Mainstream And Special Educational Needs Home To School Transport 
Policy 
 
I wish to raise concerns about the way the consultation responses to this policy change 
have been presented.  
 
The following statement uses the statistical technique of cherry-picking sub-groups and 
subjecting them to unsupported analysis: 
 
“Respondents aged 36-49 were significantly more likely to suggest ‘Full discount’, 
whereas those up to 35 were more likely to suggest reducing the level of discount 
offered.” (p9/47) 
 
No data on the number of respondents in each sub-group is given yet the paper still 
claims a statistically significant difference. A naive reader might be led to accept the 
false implication that younger parents favour reducing the level of support. 
 
The following statement also uses the language of statistical significance. 
 
“Respondents who were parents of children aged 16-17 were significantly less likely to 
disagree with the principle (73%), compared to those who were not parents of this age 
group (87%). (p11/49) 
 
A naive reader might accept the false implication that parents of children age 16-17 did 
not disagree with the principle of removing of post-SEN Transport 
 
The Labour Group accepts that this Council has difficult choices to make. None of the 
proposals offered to Councillors are an improvement on the status quo.  
 
This consultation response pulls no punches: 
 
“This  proposal will be  another  kick  in  the  teeth  to  disabled  families,  who  are 
already under  huge  pressure.  The  impact  will  be  to  put  disabled  families under  
even  more  stress  by having  something  else  to  manage”. 
 
This comment regarding post-16 mainstream transport is a good summary of the 
economic impact of this decision: 
 
“...cutting  funding  for  low  income  families  at  a  time  when  other  cuts are  being  
made  is irresponsible.  It  has  potential  to  widen  educational gap between  the  rich  
and  the  poor”  
 
Presenting consultation responses to give the impression that there is a measure of 
support for the Cabinet in making this decision may salve the consciences of some 
Councillors. Massaging statistics in order to do so does this Authority no credit. 
 
 
Dr Terri Eynon 
County Councillor for Coalville North and Labour Group Leader 
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